We're the second smartest place in the country

Give yourselves a pat on the back, as the Bay Area has been deemed the second (and third) most brainiest place to live in the nation.

This morning, CNNMoney, published America's Top 10 and Bottom 10 Smartest Cities list, based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau. The lists were based on the how many residents in the metro area had a bachelor's (or higher) degree. San Francisco was #2 at 43.5%, while San Jose was just behind with 43.2% of its population holding some type of bachelor's, master's, professional school or doctorate degree. This is almost twice the national average, which is around 25%.

Which city came in at #1? The city-state where Obama lives - Washington, D.C. The article points to the federal government playing a big role and the attraction of public policy work drawing college graduates.

The Top 10 and Bottom 10 Smartest Cities in the U.S. - CNNMoney.com

Not surprisingly, there is a strong tie between the number of residents that have completed higher education and wealth. Many on the Top 10 have also appeared on lists of the nation's wealthiest cities.

"There's a very high correlation between earnings and educational attainment," said Todd Gabe, an economics professor at the University of Maine.

While two California metro areas took the #2 and #3 spots, one California city topped the Bottom 10 list. Down in So Cal, only 19.2% of Riverside's residents had a bachelor's (or higher) degree. The article points to the previous years' housing boom as a contributing factor. During the housing frenzy, Riverside was a home developer's delight with tons of land. Many construction jobs typically don't require any advanced degrees and attracted many with solid jobs. Now that the boom is over, Riverside now has a higher than average unemployment rate.

Besides Texas, California is the only state that made the Top 10 and Bottom 10 lists. Granted California is one of the largest states in the country (as is Texas), but this issue could be a topic to add to the next new governor of California's to do lists.
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Read more: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/ontheblock/detail?entry_id=73616#ixzz16CQeNyfl
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