“The Fire,” pages 18-51 of Kindred by Octavia E. Butler
Why is this chapter called “The Fire”?

Who has started the fire and why?

How does this act affect Dana and why?

What do we learn about the relationship between Rufus and his dad?

What do we learn about the relationship between Rufus’ dad and Rufus’ mother? Pages 26-32
What kind of relationship do Dana and Rufus establish?

What does the mean “Weylin” mean to Dana?  Where has she seen the name before?

Why doesn’t Dana stay with Rufus?

Where does she go?

What does she witness (see) when she’s almost at her destination?

Who are the patrollers and why are they there?

What do they do while they are there?

How do they treat black women?   How do we know?

What year is it in “The Fire” chapter?

At what point does Dana return to 1976?  Why?

What does she pack to take back to Maryland?

Explain who these people are:

Dana

Kevin

Rufus Weylin

Tom Weylin

Hagar

Alice Greenwood

What other people do we meet in “The Fire”?

Explain the significance of these terms:

patrollers

runaway

free papers

pass

nigger

ancestors

dizziness 

danger

tote bag

