Tiny Sparrow

A folk song by Peter, Paul, and Mary  (Look up the words in bold print.)
Come all you fair and tender ladies

Take warning how you court your men.

They’re like the stars on a summer’s morning.

First they’ll appear, and then they’re gone.

If I had known before I courted

What all his lying could have done.

I’d have locked my heart in box all golden

And never would have courted none.

I wish I were a tiny sparrow

And I had wings, and I could fly.

I’d fly away to my own true lover

And all he’d ask I would deny.
Alas I’m not a tiny sparrow.

I have no wings, nor can I fly.

And on this earth in grief and sorrow
I am bound until I die.

Come all you fair and tender ladies

Take warning how you court your men.

They’re like the stars on a summer’s morning.

First they’ll appear, and then they’re gone.

Grammar Point:  Unreal present condition:  past conditional  

If X had Past Participle, X would have PP 

Unreal Present:  I wish I were…(but I’m not) and I could + BV 

If I were…I’d +BV

From the song “Tiny Sparrow”

Try to memorize the song above—at least these phrases—so you can fill in the missing words.  

If I __________  _____________before I courted

What all his lying could have done,

_____    __________   _____________my heart  in a box all golden

and never _________   _____________ ________________ none.  
I wish I ​​​​​​​_________________a tiny sparrow

And I ___________  wings and I ____________  _______________.

__________   _____________   _______________ to my own true lover

And all ________________   __________________________, I __________  ________.

From “The Saddest Are These”

Of all the words on tongue or pen,

The saddest are these:

​​​​​___________  ____________   _____________   _________________.

Those are the saddest words because they express regret.  Someone is looking back and, 

knowing how “it” (life, love, etc) really was, he or she is imagining how it _________    

_______  ________  instead of how it really was.

Try writing new words:

If Mickey Mantle’s dad had told him

He loved him, what would that have changed?

I think that Mickey would have told him

He loved him too

Before the end.

Alas the words that go unspoken

Come back to scream into our ear.

The road to hell with good intentions

Is paved, they say.  Why regret or fear?

The saddest words “It might have been” are

A way to show regret for what has passed.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

