Podcast Ten Answers


Roberta lives in San Francisco with two roommates in a small house in the Mission district. She is young, has an office job south of Market and enjoys her life in the city. She earns $15.00 at her job, and hopes to earn more soon. Because she has good office skills, she thinks she can earn $20 or $25 an hour by next year. 


Roberta has a budget, and she tries to follow it so she won’t have to borrow money. She shares her rent, so it’s only 750 a month. She puts 50 dollars in her savings account every month and feels good about doing it. She enjoys cooking, and eats at home for about 100 each month. Her roommates buy food, too and they often eat together. She also loves eating out, so she spends about 200 a month on restaurant dinners and coffee. They share the bill for water, garbage and electricity. She pays 85.  She has a cell phone, but no house phone. That costs her 55 each month. She bought a car two years ago, and her monthly payment is 275 and her insurance is 100. She walks to work a lot and doesn’t drive every day, but gas is so expensive that she spends 100 each month. 


She loves to dance and see movies, so she spends a lot on entertainment- 200 every month. She is surprised about the total, but she goes out a lot with friends after dinner every weekend. The money goes quickly. She only buys clothes on sale or in stores like Ross or even Goodwill, so she saves money. She thinks it’s about 50 a month but she’s not sure.  She’s satisfied with her budget for now, but she thinks she will be happier after she earns more money. 

