Plastic Bag Podcast Answers

1. Plastic bags are made of polyethylene.

2. Polyethylene is made from petroleum, or oil.

3. When we make plastic bags in factories, we make more air pollution and we use lot of energy.

4. Four to five trillion plastic bags are made each year.

5. Americans use over 380 billion polyethylene bags per year.

6. Americans throw away approximately 100 billion polyethylene bags per year

7. We only recycle 1% of those 100 trillion plastic bags.

8. These plastic bags stay in the soil for 1000 years before they break down.

9. When the bags break down, they put toxic chemicals into our soil and these toxic chemicals enter the food chain.

10. About 1 billion seabirds and mammals die per year because they swallow plastic bags.

11. 100,000 marine mammals die yearly by eating plastic bags because they think plastic bags are food. 

12. Plastic bags take a lot of space landfills-the places we put our garbage.

13. Plastic bags are carried by the wind into forests, ponds, rivers, and lakes

14. People do not have to use plastic bags. We can use paper or cloth bags. 

