Built-in Functions
What is a function?  

It is a black box that chews, crunches and munches on your input and then spits out an answer.




you put in a value(s)         
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You must give the function values (input), called arguments to work with.

The function gives you back an answer (output).  

The basic syntax is:      functionname ( argument1, argument2…)

You need to know:

· the name of the function

· the required arguments/the optional arguments

· the required datatype of each argument

· the required order of the arguments

Then you need to understand the answer:  

· What is the datatype of what gets returned?

· How does it relate to the input? 

Where are functions used?

You can use functions any place you can use the value that the function returns.

For example:

SELECT 
OrderNum, OrderDate, CustID




FROM 
tblOrder




WHERE 
Month(OrderDate) in (6,7,8)

For information on MS SQL Server Functions go to:

http://msdn.microsoft.com/library/default.asp?url=/library/en-us/tsqlref/ts_fa-fz_9dyr.asp
